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HARWICH TOWN COUNCIL 
Guildhall, Church Street, Harwich, Essex CO12 3DS 

Tel: 01255 507211 
email: info@harwichtowncouncil.co.uk 

 
MINUTES of the Meeting of the HARWICH TOWN COUNCIL 

held at 
The Mayflower Primary School, Main Road, Dovercourt 

on Tuesday 27th July 2021 at 7.10PM 
 

Present: Councillors Calver, Chant, Davidson, Ferguson, Fowler,  
J Henderson, McLeod, Morrison (from 7.33pm), C Powell, 
Richardson, Saunders, D Smith, G Smith and Todd 

In the Chair: Councillor I Henderson 
 

Clerk: Ms Lucy Ballard 
 

Also present:  2 members of the public, 0 members of the press. The Rev. Canon 
Margaret Shaw, Sergeant Vanessa Moss, PC Sarah Latchford and 
PCSO Ryan Duffett. 

The chairman welcomed PCSO Ryan Duffett, Sergeant Vanessa Moss and PC Sarah 
Latchford to the meeting, along with the Rev. Canon Margaret Shaw who has returned 
following a period of absence. 

039/21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr Fay 

040/21 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 
None 

041/21 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
None 

042/21 The Mayor welcomed guests from Tendring Policing team and asked members 
if they wanted to put any questions to them. 
Sergeant Moss introduced herself and her team, including PCSO Ryan Duffet 
and Community Safety and Engagement Officer, PC Sarah Latchford.  PCSO 
Duffett referred to the Essex Police engagement day on 19th August, which 
involves other agency parties including the RNLI, Fire and Rescue, Teen Talk, 
Salvation Army and SOS Bus.  He left some flyers for the event and asked for 
members to promote or attend as necessary. 
Cllr G Smith referred to the cars speeding around the town late at night and 
referenced the noise limit of 74 Db. He agreed to send some information 
separately to PCSO Duffett.  He also referred to the e-scooters and asked 
what success they’d had with tackling them.  Sergeant Moss explained that 
adults have had them seized but when children are caught, they are taken 
home and parents spoken to.  They get a warning once but a second time, 
they will be seized and destroyed. 
Cllr Ferguson referred to similar activity as the Quay is used as a rat run for 
speeding cars.  Also, the e-scooters are causing a concern.   
She also raised concern about cars parked along the Quay and the exchange 
of goods between them. 
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Cllr Davidson has received concerns from residents about early morning noise 
from particularly loud cars. 
Cllr Fowler followed up on the e-scooter concerns in that it’s the school 
holidays and many of the users are teenagers. 
Cllr J Henderson thanked PCSP Duffett for some assistance she’d previously 
asked for.  She asked whether, being the school holidays and the relaxation of 
some of the Covid rules, checks were being carried out on smaller 
establishments who are thought to be selling alcohol to under age customers.  
Sergeant Moss is trying to engage with Trading Standards as they rely on 
them to tackle this as they have greater powers in this area and she’s waiting 
for them to provide the appropriate resources. 
Cllr Calver referred to the reporting of crimes and claimed it does work, 
referring to an incident which was dealt with successfully and he thanked the 
team for that swift action. 
Cllr I Henderson referred to a walk around with local officers and also thanked 
the team for their hard work. 
There were no further comments or questions and the chairman thanked the 
team for attending. 

043/21 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The mayor referred to recent engagements attended since the last meeting, 

which were circulated separately to members. 

044/21 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING  
RESOLVED: That the Minutes and Confidential Minutes of the meeting of 
Harwich Town Council held on 22nd June 2021 (circulated separately) were 
approved as a correct record.  

045/21 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
• MIN 17/21 – The chairman confirmed that permission had been granted by 
TDC for the Talent Pathway Programme to take place at the Skate Park on 
17th August and preparations were underway for the event.  Cllr J Henderson 
spoke about the event and asked for support from her colleagues. 

• MIN 17/21 – Cllr Todd reported on a meeting with Gary Guiver of the 
Planning Team at TDC on 19th July following concerns raised over the 
planning permission at Harwich International Port and the impact on the former 
train ferry gantry.  Cllr Todd is concerned about the year’s extension on the 
current planning permission and between now and then Gary Guiver is going 
to find out the applicant’s priorities and keep HTC informed.  Within the current 
application is provision to remove the long arm of the TFG and also the siting 
of a small boat harbour.  He has a meeting of the Port Liaison Group on 29th 
where he’ll try and find out more. 

• MIN 25/21 – Members were informed of the successful submission of the 
AGAR to the external auditor, receipt of which was acknowledged on 25th 
June.  All other mandatory duties have also been actioned. The clerk reported 
that we are now just awaiting an outcome. 

• MIN 30/21 – Members were informed that a request for a meeting had been 
acknowledged by Mayflower Medical Centre and dates of availability are 
awaited.  The clerk was unable to make contact to chase.  Members 
proceeded to discuss various issues experienced at the surgery and Cllr 
Calver declared a personal interest since he has a family member who is 
employed the MMC. 
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• MIN 31/21 – Members acknowledged a letter by the Town Cryer following 
endorsement of the appointment by Harwich Town Council. 

046/21 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
• MIN 26/20 – Cllr Calver provided an update on the Guildhall boundary wall 
remedial works following emergency stabilisation.  He confirmed that Listed 
Building Consent had been granted and there was no requirement on HTC to 
undertake a further archaeological dig to that which was carried out during the 
initial stabilisation works. £15k has been earmarked for the works so we’re now 
at the stage whereby we can obtain quotes for the works. 

047/21 HARWICH FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS 
Members were briefed on changes to the Harwich Festival and the impact this 
has on their requirement for an HTC representative.  Peter Davies was happy 
to keep the council briefed by way of periodic written reports and attendance at 
council meetings twice a year. 

RESOLVED: To with the current representation from HTC and to accept the 
offer of period written reports and occasional attendance at council meetings, 
to be arranged as necessary with the clerk.  

048/21 BRIEF REPORTS BY MEMBERS APPOINTED TO OUTSIDE BODIES BY 
THE COUNCIL 
• Cllr Powell reported on behalf of the local Tourism Group that following the 
problems with the Foot ferry in 2020, which have since been repaired, a new 
problem occurred with the engine recently, leaving it out of service for a few 
days, but it’s all back in service now. 

• Cllr Todd Attended a MNWB meeting by zoom on 14th July and reported that 
HTC had agreed to provide the shuttle buses for the crews of the cruise ships 
which are due this season.  He referred to the current pandemic and what 
would be permitted in terms of the crews being allowed ashore and confirmed 
that it’s the captain that ultimately decides.  He hoped that the council would fly 
the Red Ensign on 3rd September.  The clerk confirmed we would. 

•Cllr Richardson briefed members that the seal boat got marooned on a sand 
bank recently. 

049/21 MINUTES OF THE LAST ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING 
Members received the Minutes and Confidential Minutes of the Allotments 
Committee meeting held on 24th June 2021 (circulated separately).   

050/21 MINUTES OF THE LAST ENVIRONMENT & COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
MEETING 
Members received the Minutes of the Environment & Community Committee 
meeting held on 1st July 2021 (circulated separately).   

051/21 MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
MEETING 
Members received the Minutes and Confidential Minutes of the Finance & 
General Purposes Committee meeting held on 6th July 2021 (circulated 
separately).   

Members also considered a recommendation of the committee in relation to a 
grant funding application for Harwich Quay Fireworks and  

RESOVLED: To accept the recommendation and award £1500 s.137  
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052/21 ACCOUNTS 
RESOLVED: To accept the financial report and to approve accounts for 
payment as per the schedule (circulated separately).  

053/21 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED IN THE POST OR RAISED BY MEMBERS 
• Members noted receipt of latest report(s) issued by PCSO Ryan Duffett, for 
information. 

054/21 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of Harwich Town Council will be held on Monday 6th 
September 2021 at The Park Pavilion, Barrack Lane, Harwich, at 7.00pm, 
or at the rise of the Town Planning Committee, whichever is the later. 

 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.04pm 
 
CHAIRMAN        DATE 


